- 48 « 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An Image input /output apparatus comprising: 
input means for inputting image data from at least 

one image input unit; 

storage means for storing the image data input by 
said input means; 

output means for outputting the image data stored 
in said storage means to at least one image output 
unit; 

setting means for setting an image processing 
content to be performed by said image output unit when 
the image data is input by said input means; 

detection means for detecting a structure of said 
image output unit; 

restriction means for restricting the image 
processing content capable of being set by said setting 
means, in accordance with the detection output of said 
detection means; and 

selection means for previously selecting whether 
or not the setting restriction of the image processing 
content is to be performed by said restriction means. 

2 . An apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein 
said selection means selects either of a first mode to 
enable setting of an image processing condition 
concerning a structure not detected by said detection 
means, or a second mode to inhibit the setting of the 



- 49 - 



Image processing condition concerning the structure not 
detected by said detection means. 

3 . An apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein 
5 said setting means comprises display means for 

displaying the setting-capable image processing content 
and instruction means for instructing the image 
processing content displayed by said display means, and 
said restriction means restricts the image processing 
10 content displayed by said display means and the image 
processing content capable of being instructed by said 
instruction means . 

4. An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
15 said detection means detects whether or not a 

detachable structure is currently installed in said 
image output unit. 

5. An image input/output apparatus comprising: 

20 input means for inputting image data from at least 

one image input unit; 

storage means for storing the image data input by 
said input means; 

output means for outputting the image data stored 
25 in said storage means to at least one image output 
unit; 

setting means for setting an image processing 
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content to be performed by said image output unit when 
the image data is input by said input means; 

detection means for detecting a structure of said 
image output unit when the image data is output by said 
5 output means; and 

judgment means for judging whether the image 
processing content set by said setting means is 
practicable or nonpracticable, according to the 
detection output of said detection means, 

10 wherein, when it is judged by said judgment means 

that the image processing content set by said setting 
means is nonpracticable, said image input /output 
apparatus operates in a first mode to stop the image 
processing of the image processing content judged to be 

15 nonpracticable, and in a second mode to change the 

image processing content judged to be nonpracticable to 
another image processing content and then perform the 
image processing. 

20 6. An apparatus according to Claim 5, further 

comprising selection means for selecting whether said 
image input/output apparatus is to operate in said 
first mode or in said second mode. 



25 



7. An apparatus according to Claim 5, wherein 
said second mode includes an automatic mode to 
automatically change the image processing content 
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judged to be nonpracticable t:o another image processing 
content:, and a manual mode to change the image 
processing content judged to be nonpracticable to 
another image processing content according to an 
5 instruction of a user. 

8. An apparatus according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising selection means for selecting either of said 
automatic mode or said, manual mode. 

10 

9 . An apparatus according to Claim 5 , wherein 
said detection means detects whether or not a 
detachable structure is currently installed in said 
image output unit . 

15 

10. An image input/output method for an image 
input/output apparatus which inputs image data from at 
least one image input unit, stores the input image data 
into storage means, and outputs the image data stored 

20 in the storage means to at least one image output unit, 

said method comprising: 

a detection step of detecting a structure of the 

image output unit when the "image data is input from the 

image input unit; 
25 a setting step of setting an image processing 

content to be perf ormedvhy,- tfiST image output unit when 

the image data is input from the image input unit; 
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a restriction step of restricting the image 
processing content capable of being set in said setting 
step, in accordance with the detection output of said 
detection step; and 

a selection step of previously selecting whether 
or not the setting restriction of the image processing 
content is to be performed in said restriction step. 

11. A method according to Claim 10, wherein said 
selection step selects either of a first mode to enable 
setting of an image processing condition concerning a 
structure not detected in said detection step, or a 
second mode to inhibit the setting of the image 
processing condition concerning the structure not 
detected in said detection step. 

12. A method according to Claim 10, further 
comprising: 

a display step of displaying the setting-capable 
image processing content; and 

an instruction step of instructing the image 
processing content displayed in said display step, and 

wherein said restriction step restricts the image 
processing content displayed in said display step and 
the image processing content capable of being 
instructed in said instruction step. 
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ls. A method according to Claim 10, wherein said 
detection step detects whether or not a detachable 
structure is currently installed in the image output 
unit. 

5 

14. An image input/output method for an image 
input/output apparatus which inputs image data from at 
least one image input unit, stores the input image data 
into storage means, and. outputs the image data stored 

10 in the storage means to at least one image output unit, 
said method comprising: 

a setting step of setting an image processing 
content to be performed by the image output unit when 
the image data is input from the image input unit; 

15 a detection step of detecting a structure of the 

image output unit when the image data is output to the 
image output unit; and 

a judgment step of judging whether the image 
processing content set in said setting step is 

20 practicable or nonpracticable, according to the 
detection output of said detection step, 

wherein, when it is judged in said judgment step 
that the image processing content set in said setting 
step is nonpracticable, the image input /output 

25 apparatus operates in a first mode to stop the image 

processing of the image processing content judged to be 
nonpracticable, and in a second mode to change the 
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image processing content: judged to be nonpracticable to 
another image processing content and then perform the 
image processing - 

15. A method according to Claim 14^ further 
comprising a selection step of selecting whether the 
image input/output apparatus is to operate in said 
first mode or in said second mode. 

16. A method according to Claim 14, wherein said 
second mode includes an automatic mode to automatically 
change the image processing content judged to be 
nonpracticable to another image processing content, and 
a manual mode to change the image processing content 
judged to be nonpracticable to another image processing 
content according to an instruction of a user. 

17. A method according to Claim 16, further 
comprising a selection step of selecting either of said 
automatic mode or said manual mode. 

18. A method according to Claim 17, further 
comprising a step of selecting either of said first 
mode or said second mode. 

19. A method according to Claim 14, wherein said 
detection step detects whether or not a detachable 
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structure is currently installed in the image output 
unit- 

20. An image processing system which stores image 
5 data input from at least one image input means into 

storage means, and outputs the image data stored in 
said storage means to at least one image output means, 
said system comprising: 

setting means for setting an image processing 
10 content to be performed by said image output means when 
the image data is input from said image input means; 

detection means for detecting a structure of said 
image output means; 

restriction means for restricting the image 
15 processing content capable of being set by said setting 
means, in accordance with the detection output of said 
detection means; and 

selection means for previously selecting whether 
or not the setting restriction of the image processing 
20 content is to be performed by said restriction means. 

21. A system according to Claim 20, wherein said 
selection means selects either of a first mode to 
enable setting of an image processing condition 

25 concerning a structure not detected by said detection 
means, or a second mode to inhibit the setting of the 
image processing condition concerning the structure not 



- 56 - 



detected by said detection means. 

22. A system according to Claim 20, wherein said 
setting means comprises display means for displaying 
the setting-capable image processing content and 
instruction means for instructing the image processing 
content displayed by said display means, and said 
restriction means restricts the image processing 
content displayed by said display means and the image 
processing content capable of being instructed by said 
instruction means. 

23. A system according to Claim 20, wherein said 
detection means detects whether or not a detachable 
structure is currently installed in said image output 
means . 

24. An image processing system which stores image 
data input from at least one image input means into 
storage means, and outputs the image data stored in 
said storage means to at least one image output means, 
said system comprising: 

setting means for setting an image processing 
content to be performed by said image output means when 
the image data is input from said input means; 

detection means for detecting a structure of said 
image output means when the image data is output to 
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said output: means; and 

judgment: means for judging whether the image 
processing content set by said setting means is 
practicable or nonpracticable, according to the 
5 detection output of said detection means, 

wherein, when it is judged by said judgment means 
that the image processing content set by said setting 
means is nonpracticable, said image processing system 
operates in a first mode to stop the image processing 
10 of the image processing content judged to be - 

nonpracticable, and in a second mode to change the 
image processing content judged to be nonpracticable to 
another image processing content and then perform the 
image processing. 

15 

25. A system according to Claim 24, further 
comprising selection means for selecting whether said 
image processing system is to operate in said first 
mode or in said second mode. 

20 

26. A system according to Claim 24, wherein said 
second mode includes an automatic mode to automatically 
change the image processing content judged to be 
nonpracticable to another image processing content, and 

25 a manual mode to change the image processing content 

judged to be nonpracticable to another image processing 
content according to an instruction of a user. 
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27. A system according to Claim 26, further 
comprising selection means for selecting either of said 
automatic mode or said manual mode. 

28. A system according to Claim 24, wherein said 
detection means detects whether or not a detachable 
structure is currently installed in said image output 
means . 



